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UNIVERSI1Y OF RHODE ISLAND 
FACULTY SENATE 
Serial Number #98-99--15 
TO: President Robert L. Carothers 
FROM: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
l. The attached BILL, titled University College and General Education Committee 
Report #1998-99-2 
is forwarded for your consideration. 
2 . The original and two copies for your use are included. 
3 . This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on March 2 5. 1999. 
4. After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval 
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of Govemors, 
completing the appropriate endorsement below. 
5 . In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws, this bill 
will become effective April 15. 1999 three weeks after Senate approval, unless: (1) 
specific dates for implementation are written into the bill; (2) you retum it disapproved; 
(3) you forward it to the Board of Govemors for their approval; or (4) the University 
Faculty petitions for a referendum. If the bill is forwarded to the Board of Governors, 
it will not become effective until approved by the Board. 
March 26. 1999 
(date) dJackson 
of the Faculty Senate 
ENDORSEMENT 
TO: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
FROM: President of the University 
Returned. 
a . Approved V 
b . Appro. ved subject to final approval by Board of Governors "~. 
c. Disar;~d~~ (r~~L 
d~te) { President 
Form revised 9/98 
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 
Kingston, Rhode Island 
FACULTY SENATE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITIEE 
REPORr #98-99-2 
March 10, 1999 
At the December 11, 1998 and March 1, 1999 meetings of the University College and 
General Education Committee, the following matters were considered and are now 
presented to the Faculty Senate. 
SECTION I 
Current General Education Program 
A Informational Matter 
On December 11, 1998, the UCGE Committee approved the recommendation from the 
College of Arts and Sciences that the topic "Introduction to Native American History" be 
included as an approved topic under LET 151 in the Letters (L) area. 
B . Matter Requiring Confirmation 
The UCGE Committee recommends that the Faculty Senate approval the assignment of 
the Honors Colloquium Topic for Fall1999, HPR 202F "Legacies of the Vietnam War," into 
the Letters (L) area. 
SECTION II 
Informational Report on Incremental Change to the General Education Program 
Following the Faculty Senate's dismissal of a wide-ranging proposal to reform General 
Education in 1997, the 1998-99 UCGE Committee agreed to work on three areas for 
incremental change in General Education. These are a) writing, b) assessment, and c) 
computer literacy. Additionally, in January, 1999, the UCGE Committee responded to a 
request from Provost Swan that a subcommittee be formed to consider the proposal from 
the BUA for the addition of a cultural diversity component of the General Education 
Program. 
Following is a progress report on the four possible areas for incremental change. 
A Writing: The UCGE Committee is in the process of developing a recommendation for 
increasing student writing instruction without adding credits to degree programs or 
general education requirements. This "writing across the curriculum" proposal will offer 
several altematives. The proposal will include a process for gradual steps to be taken along 
the way towards full implementation by a future date. The proposal should reach the 
Faculty Senate by its second meeting in April (April 22, 1999). 
B. Assessment: The Committee continues to pursue the issue of assessment as it relates to 
general education outcomes. Through a mini grant from Provost Swan, Deans Brownell 
and Richmond are sponsoring a series of coffee hours in March and April. Each 
department in the College of Arts and Sciences will be represented by its chair and a 
member of the faculty who teaches general education courses or who supervises 
individuals who do so. The goal is to discover what forms of assessment they are using and 
what steps they plan to take to add or enhance assessment. They also hope find out how 
faculty use assessment data to improve education of our students. The UCGE Committee 
hopes that, once departments have developed outcomes and assessment for their majors, 
the common features of all can be identified and used as a basis for future reform of 
General Education. 
C. Computer Literacy: The UCGE Committee intends to present to the Faculty Senate a 
recommendation for university policy with regard to student ownership and/ or access to 
computers . A formal recommendation is being developed and should come to the Faculty 
Senate for action before the end of the 1998-99 academic year. 
D. Cultural Diversity: In response to a request from the Provost, a subcommittee of the 
UCGE Committee has been formed to consider recommendations for increasing 
awareness of issues related to cultural diversity as part of the overall general education 
program. This was prompted (at least in part) by the demands of the BUA. The 
membership of the ad hoc subcommittee was derived from names suggested by the BUA, 
diversity fellows, the UCGE Committee and students. Members are hoc UCGE 
subcommittee on diversity initiatives are: Agnes Doody, Chair; Lynn Derbyshire, Vice 
Chair; Martin Bide, Cynthia Hamilton, Marc Hardge, Jamie Leiter, Kelli Moore, C. B. 
Peters, Clay Sink and John Stevenson. Discussion so far suggests that no additions to the 
credit requirements of major curriculums or General Education will result, but that some 
form of "diversity across the curriculum" will be proposed. 
Members of the UCGE Committee for 1998-99: 
Arts and Sciences: Carole Miller, ECN 
Arts and Sciences: Linda Shamoon, ENG 
Arts and Sciences: John Stevenson, PSY 
Arts and Sciences: Judith Swift, THE 
Business Administration: Clay Sink, MGT 
Engineering: William Kovacs, CVE 
Human Science and Services: Martin Bide, TMD, Chair 
Nursing: Deborah Godfrey-Brown 
Pharmacy, Sara Rosenbaum, APS 
The Environment and Life Sciences: Anthony Mallilo, FAVS 
Provost's Representative: Blair Lord, Vice Provost 
CCE: Edmund Ferszt, Associate Dean 
Student Development Representative: Theodora Zubrinski 
Dean of University College: Jayne Richmond 
Faculty Senate Coordinator: Sheila Black Grubman 
Anthony Luciano, undergraduate student 
Nicholas McGrane, undergraduate student 
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